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Abstract

Andre Malraux’s ideal and “The
Archaeological Treasures Excavated in

the People’s Republic of China”
: The Effects of Sino-French Cultural Exchange during

the Cold War

Naomi TSUJI

The holding of “The Archaeological Treasures Excavated in the People’s
Republic of China,” which was organized by the CCP government and started a
touring exhibition around the world in 1973, originated from André Malraux’s, a
French Minister of cultural affairs who visited China in 1965, during the Cold
War, advocation of “the Chinese Art Exhibition.” Besides the reasons that
Charles de Gaulle, the 18th president of France, intended to improve the
diplomatic relationship with China to end the Vietnam War, Malraux’s
advocation of this exhibition also reflected his interest in the Chinese civilization,
Communist China, and his ideal of the exchange between different civilizations.
On the CCP side, notwithstanding a different opinion about Indonesia’s
neutrality between China and France, since it has restored the diplomatic
relationship with France, the CCP government regarded France, which
approved the CCP’s international legitimation in the United Nations, as an
important partner. The CCP government felt optimistic about Malraux, who
processed a deep “relation” with China. Due to this, the CCP rapidly agreed
with Alain Peyrefitte’s advocation in 1971 and showed their respect towards
the diplomatic attitude of the French government. However, the CCP
government’s intention was chiefly to emphasize its legitimacy against the
KMT government in Taiwan. Different from the Chinese Art “Chinoiserie,”
which was propagated by the Republic of China before, the CCP government
tried to renew the international communities’ impression towards China by
displaying the image of “the Revolutionary China” and “the People of China”

through the exhibition of the archaeological treasures.
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